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Rev. Niveen Sarras,
Pastor

Email:
pastorniveen@
stmarksneenah.org

Phone: 510-355-4352

Jean Memken,
Administrator
Email:
office@
stmarksneenah.org
Phone: 309-825-5326

Ginny Schieck,
Custodian

Laurie Olson,
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Pat Westphal,
Financial Secretary
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Sunday School 8:45 am
(September-May, every
other Sunday)

Adult Forum
Sundays 9:00 am

Worship
Sundays 10:00 am

(Holy Communion on 1st
and 3rd Sundays)

Bible Study
Thursdays 1:30 pm

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 140 S. Green Bay Rd, Neenah, WI 54956
Phone: 920-725-2828
Website: stmarksneenah.org E-mail: office@stmarksneenah.org

Dear Children of God gathered as St. Mark’s Church,

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

What is leadership? Leadership is not about controlling

everything or even managing an organization. It is not %W
about making every decision alone. It is not about the

importance of the leader, but about the well-being of the community the leader
is called to serve. In the life of the church, leadership is about helping God’s

people fulfill their calling to serve Jesus Christ and live faithfully into their
mission and vision.

True leadership, according to Scripture, begins with a heart that listens to God.
A faithful leader seeks the Lord, walks humbly, and encourages others to grow
in faith. Jesus said, “whoever wishes to become great among you must be your
servant” (Mark 10:43, NRSV). Christian leadership is servant leadership.

The great theologian Henri Nouwen wrote, “The leaders of the future will be
those who dare to claim their irrelevance in the contemporary world as a divine
vocation that allows them to enter into a deep solidarity with the anguish
underlying all the glitter of success, and to bring the light of Jesus there.”
Nouwen reminds us that leadership is not about status or power, but about
compassion, humility, and presence.

Consider Moses. God called him to lead the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt
(Exodus 3:10). Yet Moses knew his limitations and depended on God’s strength
(Exodus 4:10-12). He did not place himself above the people. Instead, he
journeyed with them through hardship and hope. Scripture says, “Now the man
Moses was very humble, more so than anyone else on the face of the earth”
(Numbers 12:3, NRSV).

Think also of Deborah, prophetess and judge of
Israel. She led with wisdom and courage in a
dangerous time, working alongside Barak for
the deliverance of God’s people (Judges 4:4-9).
LEARNING TO LEAD Her leadership was rooted in trust in God and

service to the nation.

Continued on page 2




From the Pastor - What is Leadership?
Continued from page 1

Above all, we look to Jesus Christ. Our Lord led through love, humility, and sacrifice. He declared that he
came “not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45, NRSV). He
challenged hypocrisy and injustice, yet welcomed the vulnerable, the outsider, and the sinner with grace and
mercy.

That is true leadership: humility, courage, compassion, and faithfulness. It is walking with people, not standing
above them. It is seeking God’s will, not personal glory.

In June, during our Synod Assembly, we will elect a bishop. Bishop Anne Edison-Albright has nominated
herself for a second term, and another candidate, Pastor Josh Fite, from St. John’s Lutheran Church in Green
Bay, will also stand for election. I ask you to pray that the assembly may discern and elect the one whom God
is calling for this time and season. Pray for a leader who is humble, prayerful, compassionate, and willing to
serve rather than be served.

And please pray for me, your pastor, that I may continue to grow as a servant leader—always learning, always
listening, and always working together with you for the sake of the Gospel and the kingdom of God.

May the Holy Spirit guide Christ’s Church and raise up leaders after God’s own heart.
Yours in Christ,

Rev. Dr. Niveen Ibrahim Sarras

&’cho Moses

Message
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\) Well Spring is here for now!! Our bulletin board welcomes it with all the beautiful
butterflies. Be sure to check it out. Sunday School has only two Sunday left. May
3rd, when the children sing in church and May 17%, our last day. It has been a good &
year and I hope the children learned a lot about Jesus and God. God’s love for us is
unconditional and is always there for us. We need to be thankful for what we have.

There will be Vacation Bible School this summer at Our Savior's church in Neenah,
but I do not know the dates. There is an article all about it on page XX of this
newsletter.

I want to wish you all a fun summer and be safe!!! God is always with you!
With God's Blessings,

Gwen Hoehne
Sunday School Superintendent




Landscaping at St. Mark’s — by Phyllis Ziemke and Deb Martola

-~ The plants and flowers that add beauty to the St Marks’ property have
-~ been a long-time passion of many in the congregation. Several years ago,
o\ from 1960 to 2000, before the renovation of the front entrance, and
' subsequently the addition of the fellowship hall, there was a simple
church sign in a brick raised planter with shrubs in it. Shrubs were also planted, along the north and west sides
of the building, which subsequently Don Peterson, Joe Van Vaghel and some youth kindly removed from the
north side, preparing the property for updates. Somewhere between 2001 and 2002 when the new entrance and
new addition was built, the church bell was donated by Linda Degner and her husband and placed in its current
location. There has been necessagf maintenance and upkeep done on the bell through the years.

CEee R T

When the church entrance was changed, so was the placement of the

e (second) church sign...which was more visible to traffic on Green Bay

' Road from both north and south. This sign was made and maintained by

i Old Oak Shop, Inc. located in New Holstein Wisconsin, and with the help

= of Joe and Sandy Deckers, it was repaired and refinished in 2015, and again
in 2019. It now stands proudly on the north side of the Fellowship Hall.

it The bed under that sign was laid with stone from K.C., and Paul and Jacob
" Thompson planted flowers in it, along with help from the Deckers. Over
the years, there have been ornamental grasses planted, along with seasonal plants and flowers purchased from
Oakwood Gardens. Thanks to Tom Wenzel and Bruce Grundman for turning the soil, so every year new
flowers could be added. The beds along the north side of the building have had some updatg
stones added in between plants of Hosta and Coral Bells.

The center courtyard area circumvented by the east sanctuary wall and west classroom

hallway, primarily maintained by Ginny Schieck, with help from Mary Jane Hartley and
Pastor Niveen, is also an updated lovely and peaceful sanctuary for those that want to find |
tranquility and rest.

Annuals such as Geraniums and Diamond Frost are added around the bell and under the

current sign, funded by donations from our congregation for Pentecost Sunday. ; ,
- AR

About three years ago, the progression of flowering beds began along the east side of the
lot next to the fenceline, with Bruce Grundman cultivating the soil and adding beautiful Peony plants from his
mother Audrey’s garden. Other donated colorful flowering plants and bushes were added by Pat Thompson,
Joy Case, and Phyllis Ziemke. In the late spring of last year, a memorial tree was planted by the family of
Walt Ziemke in the grassy area north of the parking lot. e e

In 2023, a donation by Ellen LaMarche enabled the church to SLUtTH Mac'}zl{c HS
install a modern electronic sign, which greets all passing by. 5

Pat Westphal creates the content seen on the sign each week.
Several members of the property committee have made it their
commitment with a work in progress to improve the “curbside
appeal” of the new sign area, as well as continuing to add the
exquisite works of Gods’ hands to the property for all to
enjoy!
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Call to Order: 6:40 PM
Attendance:
Present: Dawn Jones, Laurie Olson, JT Rose, Tammie Kersten, Jason Blank
Absent: Pastor Niveen, Tom Frantz, Joe Rehorst, Tara Dieck
Devotions: JT Rose. May-Jason Blank
Approval of 3/19/2026 Meeting minutes:
o Motion: Laurie Olson

o 2": Tammie Kersten

Thank yous: none

Did You Know: May: History of Geraniums planted outside — Pat Thompson/Phyllis (Dawn to connect). June

will be discussed at the May meeting.

Financial Report: Laurie reviewed current account balances through end of March
2026. March’s giving to current monthly expenses was $16,139.25 and expenses of
$16,446.98. The difference was -$307.73

Total Associated Bank checking has a balance of $166,030.71 which includes
$70,659.83 allocated to designated accounts and $95,370.88 for current operating.
Additionally, $176,070.99 in the Thrivent money market/short term bonds and
$1,068.40 in Thrivent TIPS account and $59,103.16 in the ELCA Mission
Investment. Year-to-date: $41,270.63 in expenses and $43,461.65 in giving with a net
of $2,191.02.

o Motion to accept: Jason Blank

o 2":; Tammie Kersten

Pastor’s Report:

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord.

cHUp
Q
Q 5

NEIAL
HEALTH

For the month of
March 2026

FIN

Given: $16,139.25
Spent: $16,446.98

2

1 Corinthians 12:4-5

Over these past weeks, we have witnessed the gentle yet powerful movement of the Holy Spirit among us—

guiding, calling, gathering, and renewing our community in Christ.

Continued on page 5




Continued from page 4

On March 21, I participated in the synod candidacy committee meeting, where we met two new candidates.
One has been approved to begin the call process, and the other to begin seminary. We give thanks for the
Holy Spirit’s continued calling of leaders into ministry, raising up servants for the Church’s future.

On March 23, I attended the Worship and Music Ministry Team meeting to prepare for Holy Week. The
Spirit guided our planning, helping us shape meaningful and prayerful liturgies that led us deeply into the
mystery of Christ’s passion and resurrection.

Throughout this season, I have continued teaching Sunday School and co-leading Bible Study with Dawn
Jones. Even when schedules shifted due to Palm Sunday and Easter, the Spirit sustained our community’s
desire to grow in faith and understanding.

A special highlight was our hosting of Dr. Kartika Putri on April 12. Through her music, message, and
cultural sharing, the Holy Spirit expanded our vision of the global Church. Singing in Indonesian and sharing
fellowship through Indonesian food reminded us that the Body of Christ transcends all boundaries and is
united in one Spirit.

Our outreach ministries continue to reflect the Spirit’s work. The Social Ministry Team meeting and
Community Table gathering embody Christ’s compassion and care for our neighbors. I also continue
teaching Lay School monthly, equipping members for deeper discipleship, with my final session approaching
in May.

We look ahead with joy to May 3, when we will celebrate baptisms for

Vayda, Josie, and Layla, and First Communion for Tyler, Avery, Vayda, l e a S e be
and Hunter. These sacred milestones are signs of the Holy Spirit’s .

ongoing work—bringing new life into Christ and nurturing faith in our

ongoing work aying for...
Our Holy Week and Easter celebrations were deeply meaningful.

Although attendance on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday was lower Ellen LaMarche
due to the weather, the presence of the Holy Spirit was evident in our Sarah Lamb
intimate gatherings and shared worship with the ELCA Neenah churches. Richie Sczerzen
On Easter Sunday, we rejoiced together with 96 worshipers, celebrating M Ellen T

the resurrection and the new life it brings. ary GI? raccy
In all these moments—in calling, teaching, worship, fellowship, and Chris
service—we see the Holy Spirit actively shaping our church into a vibrant, Alex F.

faithful, and loving community. Delores Jacobson
Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed! Hallelujah! Don Burghardt

Rev. Dr. Niveen Ibrahim Sarras
o Motion to accept: JT Rose
o 2": Tammie Kersten
Ministry Team Reports:

Christian Education Ministry Team~ No Meeting this Month
Continued on page 6




Continued from page 5
Property Ministry Team—Monday, April, 2026 ~ Submitted by Jason Blank

Members Present: Bruce Grundman, Phyllis Ziemke, John Olson, Jason Blank, and Ginny Schieck

e We are working on a small leak in the roof near the custodian’s room.

e We will be having a spring cleanup on Saturday, May 2.

e We will be contacting the company that is doing our parking lot to see when they may finish it this
spring.

e We are in the early stages of putting plants and possibly a decorative permanent curb around the St.
Mark’s digital sign this spring.

e We will be getting a quote to have the grass treated for the summer.

Social Ministry Team—Monday, April 13, 2026

The Social Ministry team met on April 13 at the St. Mark’s apartments. The main topic of business was the
Graduation Recognition and Reception which will be held on May 24", Karen Jordan will will revise the
letter and from sent to our graduates and will give it Jean to mail out. This year there is one college graduate
(Eric Blank) and two high school graduates (Trista Nelson and Dakota Lemmers).

Worship and Music Ministry Team — Monday, March 23, 2026 ~ Submitted by Judy Hellman

The Worship and Music Ministry Team met on Monday, March 23™. Members present were Jenny and Joy
Case, Judy Hellman, Mary Jane Hartley, Ardys Seelow, Pat Westphal and Pastor Niveen.

Pastor Niveen gave the devotions based on the 23" Psalm. Pat Westphal will give devotions in April.

Pastor Niveen outlined the services for Holy Week. On Palm Sunday, the procession will begin in the
Fellowship Hall. The procession song will be “All Glory, Laud and Honor.” Communion will be by
intinction.

Maundy Thursday will include an Agape meal, washing of hands and feet, and communion. Pat Westphal,
Jean Memken and Judy Hellman will do a special music number.

Good Friday service will be at 6:30 pm. The format will be the same as last year.

Easter Sunday service will begin with the children processing with the Alleluia banner. The Ladies’ Quartet
will sing, “Because He Lives.” The opening song will have a piano and trumpet accompaniment. We will
use last year’s format, but will add more songs.

Our team will decorate the sanctuary on Saturday, April 4%, at 10:00 am with Easter lilies and spring plants.

We plan to include some more contemporary music to our services. We were fortunate to obtain 15 copies
of a contemporary songbook from a church in Tomahawk. The book is called “The Best of the Best” in
contemporary Praise and Worship. Judy Hellman, the choir director, plans to use some of this music with
the choir which will soon be called the Praise Choir. Our next meeting will be April 20, at 10:30 am.

Youth Ministry Team—Sunday, April 12, 2026 ~ Submitted by Laurie Olson

Members Present: Laurie Olson, Sherri Denney, Ginny Schieck, Jeff Tharp, Nancy Rose, Joe Rose, JT
Rose, and Jenny Case
Members Absent: Pastor Niveen

Continued on page 7




Continued from page 6
Prayer: Sherri opened with a prayer

Business for Consideration

Upcoming Events:

e March 15 Fellowship Review — St. Patrick’s Day Theme. Everyone thought it went well and we
will look to do it next year.

e Synod Bowling -April 25 at Rolling Thunder, Neenah: Reminded everyone to sign up. Discussed
that it is not just for the older youth. Younger kids need to be accompanied by an adult.

e Carwash: Set a date of Sunday, May 31. Need to encourage youth to assist. Take to council for
approval.

e ELCA National Youth Gathering- The event is June 28 — July 2, 2027, in Minneapolis, MN. The
theme is Imagine More. Team will set up an information meeting with a handout for interested
families. Laurie will put together the form.

e Summer Activity Ideas:

o Encourage youth to volunteer at the Filthy Fun Kids Run on Saturday, July 11,

2026, at O’Hauser South Park (1987 O’Leary Rd., Neenah, WI) from 7:00 AM to 11:00
AM. St. Mark’s is the volunteer sponsor for the event.

o Badger Park Go-Karting: We will gather more information and set up a date/time.

o Fellowship Hall Mural: Team will produce a simple idea by working with the youth (young
& older youth) at St. Mark’s and consider doing a 4-piece canvas of the design. Sherri will
ask Chuck if he is still interested in supporting this project by covering the cost of supplies.

o Saturday, May 9: Cleaning up of Pat Westphal’s yard. Start at 9 am.

NOTE: Ask Pastor Niveen will send an email out to families: inviting our youth/families to sign up for the
Synod Bowling event on April 25 at Rolling Thunder, Neenah. Youth Ministry Team will cover the cost of
fee. Bowlers need to sign up by April 20. Also, to encourage the youth to assist with the May 31 carwash
and yard cleanup at Pat Westphal’s on May 9. Those able to attend/assist with bowling, carwash, and/or yard
cleanup are asked to contact the church office or talk with someone on the Youth Ministry Team.

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next meeting: Sunday, May 17 at 11:15 AM.

Connections Ministry Team — Monday, March 30, 2026 ~ Submitted by Tom Frantz

The Connections Ministry Team did not meet due to the weather. Some of the team gathered to help
decorate the church for Easter on April 4. Our next meeting is April 27.

Racial Equity Ministry Team—Will meet on April 21

Dawn Jones noted that the Racial Equity sponsorship of Dr. Kartika Putri as our music leader was well
received. Thank you to all who made food and assisted with the logistics for our guest.

Continued on page 8




Continued from page 7

Finance and Stewardship Ministry Team—Tuesday, April 14, 2026 — Meeting was cancelled due to
weather.

Endowment Fund Ministry Team ~ Submitted by Jean Memken

We received an Endowment Fund request for $300 From the Racial Equity Team to support the special
service we had on April 12 with Dr. Kartika Putri providing music and her testimony and with a special
fellowship following that included Indonesian foods. We did not meet as a group, but all team members fully
supported this application, so it was approved.

o Motion to accept: JT Rose
o 2": Laurie Olson

Unfinished business:
o Music Ad Hoc Update:
= Dawn Jones noted that there are lots of exciting things coming out of this committee —
see monthly reports for details.
o Lighting Update:
= Joe Rehorst has been working on finishing up this project. He and his helpers are near
completion.
o Computer Upgrade:
= Door automatic back door system and two outdoor security cameras have been
installed and working well. New fobs went out to those at St. Mark’s who need to
come in and work, outside of office hours. The finishing up of upgrading the office
computers can now proceed with a date set for April 27.

New Business:
Approved of a May 31 Youth Ministry Team Carwash Fundraiser

Laurie noted that the proceeds will go towards the 2027 National Youth Gathering.
o Motion: Jason Blank
o 2": Tammie Kersten

e Motion to adjourn the regular meeting and convene into Executive Session for the purpose of
discussing confidential matters.
o Motion: Jason Blank
o 2":; Tammie Kersten

e Motion to close Executive Session and reconvene into the regular meeting.
o Motion: Jason Blank
o 2" JT Rose

Motion to adjourn (8:00pm):
o Motion: Jason Blank

o 2": Tammie Kersten

Next meeting: May 21, 2026 at 6:30 pm

Scan the code and give to support the ministry of St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church. Thank you.




Our dunday Sgrvants

Date

Assisting
Minister

Reader

Greeters

Ushers

Counters

Acolyte

May 3

Pennie Linna

Pennie Linna

LaVerne Arndt
Rosemary Cermak

Jean Memken
Sarah Rogers

Jeff Tharp
Fern Fuhrmann
Lorrie Wood

Dylan Steeber

May 10

Sherri Denney

Gwen Hoehne

Nancy Rose
Samantha Rose

Jeff Tharp
Bruce Grundman

Pat Westphal
Jason Blank
Jenny Blank

May 17

Judy Hellman

Jean Memken

Judy Fowler
Ginny Schieck

Pennie Linna
Phyllis Ziemke

Gwen Hoehne
Doug Sebstead
Renie Sebstead

Tyler Joachim

May 24

Pat Westphal

Dom Christofilis

John & Laurie Olson
Shaun Johnson

Doug Hesser
Judie Hilliker

Bruce Grundman
Lois Kemp
Linda Anderson

May 31

Bruce Grundman

J.T. Rose

Karen Jordan
Pennie Linna

Mary Jane
Hartley

Dom Christofilis
Dawn Jones

Mason Biese

Laurie Olson

Pat Westphal

Communion Assistants:

May 3 — 1st Communion - (At the Rail) — Laurie Olson, Sherri Denney, and Pennie Linna
May 17 - (Intinction): Mary Jane Hartley, Gwen Hoehne, and Dom Christofilis

Altar Guild: Jean Memken

i

Racial Equity Ministry Team’s Book Cart Book Review |

7 Racial Equity Submitted by Laurie Olson '
BOOK-SHARE

_CART
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a short book, but it left a strong impression on me. The way Pratt tells the
story of the march across the Edmund Pettus Bridge made the events feel
real, not just something from a history textbook.

me better understand the sacrifices behind the right to vote—something that can be easy to take for granted.

I also liked how the book connects that day to the bigger picture of the civil rights movement. It made me reflect
on how much progress has been made, and how important it is to continue paying attention to issues of justice
and equality today.

I would definitely recommend this book to anyone looking for a meaningful, thought-provoking read. It’s brief,
but it stays with you. The book can be checked out from the St. Mark’s Racial Equity Book Cart. — Laurie Olson
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Mark Your Calendar!

Spring is a joyful season in the life of our church, and we have many meaningful celebrations ahead. Please join
us as we gather in worship, fellowship, learning, and thanksgiving.

Sunday, May 3rd — 10:00 a.m.

During worship, we will celebrate the Baptism of Vayda Zielinski, Josie and Layla Parker, and the First
Communion of Tyler Joachim, Avery Hill, Vayda Zielinski, and Hunter Brill. Come and rejoice with these
families as we celebrate God’s grace and the faith journey of these young people.

Sunday, May 10th — Mother’s Day

We will give thanks for mothers, grandmothers, stepmothers, godmothers, and all women who have shared love,
care, and guidance in our lives. During worship, we will offer special recognition and prayers of thanksgiving.
Following the service, we will gather for fellowship as we honor the women of our congregation. The Worship
and Music Ministry Team will also present candy bars as a small token of appreciation.

Sunday, May 17th

This will be the last day of Sunday School for the season. We give heartfelt thanks to all our Sunday School
teachers and volunteers for their faithful dedication in nurturing the faith of our children. Your love and service
make a lasting difference.

We will also celebrate the Ascension of Our Lord, rejoicing that the risen Christ ascended into heaven and
reigns in glory.

Sunday, May 24th — Pentecost Sunday

Come celebrate the birthday of the Church! On Pentecost, we remember the gift of the Holy Spirit poured out
upon God’s people. Please consider wearing red, the color that symbolizes the fire and power of the Holy Spirit.
Our Social Ministry Team will also honor St. Mark’s graduates. We will recognize and celebrate them during

worship and again during fellowship time following the service.

Bible Study Continues on Sundays at 9:00 am

Dawn Jones and Rev. Niveen will continue taking turns leading Bible Study. Rev. Niveen will continue teaching
on the Book of Ruth.

Dawn Jones will continue teaching during Bible Study using the book We Make the Road by Walking by
Brian D. McLaren — This inspiring and thought-provoking book invites readers to grow deeper in faith by
exploring the story of Scripture, the teachings of Jesus, and the meaning of Christian discipleship in today’s
world. Written in an accessible and engaging style, it encourages spiritual growth, renewed vision, and active
participation in God’s mission.

Midweek Bible Study continues on Thursdays at 1:30 pm

Join us for an enriching Bible study as Jean Memken continues teaching from the book: ACTS by Rev. Dr. Ray
Pickett. This engaging guide explores the Book of Acts and the growth of the early church through the power of
the Holy Spirit. Rev. Dr. Ray Pickett is an ELCA Lutheran pastor, former New Testament seminary professor,
and former rector and leader of Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary. He was also Rev. Sarras’ professor at the
Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago. In this book, Dr. Pickett helps readers understand the mission, witness,
and courage of the first Christians while connecting their story to the life and ministry of the church today.

We look forward to worshiping and celebrating with you throughout this blessed season!




11

Well, the winter seems to be winding down, hopefully. The

Food Pantry numbers stayed high all winter, with quite a
few new people coming in. In March we had 80 people
coming for help to feed 223 family members. We have
several large families, so you can imagine the struggle to
ST. MARK’S feed them. We are in need of Hamburger Helper, saltine
FOOD PANTRY crackers, and Kool-Aid. Any help you can give is
GAVE %{%’ﬁ%‘i‘?gi’#g EAT appreciated. Cash donations are always appreciated as well.
On May 24 we will be honoring our 2026 graduates. If
someone in your family is graduating from any educational
program, please inform the office so we can contact
them. Thanks. —Karen Jordan

Here’s a photo of our own Joe Rehorst who has

B N been diligently working to update the lighting
Stevenson — #§ system throughout our church. Joe, along with
several of his family members, have been
replacing all the fluorescent lights throughout our
building with new high efficiency LED tubes that
will be a real cost saver for us. It’s been amazing
watching him navigate tall ceilings (like in the
Fellowship Hall above), dark hallways, and tight
restroom spaces to get this task competed! Thank
you Joe and family for your dedicated service to
St. Mark’s!




Our Community Table Volunteers served 100 people on April 14! Thank you, faithful
Community Table Volunteers, for the good work you do for our church and the Neenah
community.

WORSHIP
SERVICE
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PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT 2027
NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
140 S. Green Bay Road
Neenah, WI 54956
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