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Understanding the Christian Lectionary
Dear Children of God, gathered as
St. Mark’s,

Grace and peace to you.
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At a recent Bible study, a church member asked me a thoughtful question:
“How did the church come up with the lectionary? Who decided which biblical
readings we would hear in worship?” It was an excellent question.

I told her that I would write a short article answering her question and include it
in our Messenger so that the whole congregation could learn more about the
history and purpose of the lectionary. What we experience simply as a list of
Sunday Scripture readings is actually the result of centuries of Christian
worship, biblical interpretation, liturgical development, and ecumenical
cooperation.

What Is a Lectionary?

A lectionary is a schedule of biblical readings appointed for worship. It is not
another Bible or inspired Scripture, but a tool the church developed to help
congregations hear Scripture regularly and in connection with the Christian
year.

Lectionaries have roots in Jewish synagogue worship, where Scripture was read
according to an established schedule. Jesus followed this practice, as seen in
Luke 4:16-30, when he read from Isaiah 61. Early Christians continued the
tradition, adding readings from the Gospels and Epistles.

The lectionary and church year developed together. As Christians established
seasons such as Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Holy Week, Easter, and
Pentecost, particular readings became associated with these seasons. The
purpose was to help congregations hear the biblical story in relation to the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The One-Year Lectionary

By the seventh and eighth centuries, a one-year lectionary was widely
established. It included readings for the Sundays after Pentecost, focusing not
only on Christ’s life but also on his teachings and the Christian life as we await
his return. The Lutheran Reformers generally retained this lectionary, with
some modifications. Continued on page 2




Pastor's Message — Did You Know?
Continued from page 1

Because a one-year lectionary cannot include the entire Bible, it uses selected
passages, or pericopes, a Greek term meaning “cutting around.” Of roughly
31,000 biblical verses, the current one-year lectionary includes just over 2,700,
or about 8.7 percent. It covers approximately 23.1 percent of the New Testament
but only 3.7 percent of the Old Testament. This one-year lectionary continues

to be used by some churches in the Lutheran Church—M issouri Synod.

From the Medieval Church to the Reformation

During the medieval period, the Western lectionary became increasingly elaborate, with readings for Sundays,
major feasts, saints’ days, and other occasions. While this created a rich liturgical tradition, it could also
limit the amount and variety of Scripture heard in ordinary worship.

The Reformers did not simply abandon appointed readings. Lutheran, Anglican, Reformed, and other
Protestant traditions retained and revised lectionary practices according to their theological and liturgical
traditions. Different denominations eventually developed different calendars and schedules.

A major modern development came with the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965). Roman Catholic liturgical
renewal produced a revised lectionary in 1969 that greatly expanded the amount of Scripture proclaimed and
established a three-year Sunday cycle. Year A emphasizes Matthew, Year B Mark, and Year C Luke, while
selections from John are distributed throughout the cycle.

Many Protestant churches adopted similar patterns during the 1970s, sharing a desire for richer biblical
proclamation and greater unity in Christian worship.

The Revised Common Lectionary

This ecumenical desire led to the Consultation on Common Texts (CCT), representing different Christian
traditions engaged in lectionary cooperation. In 1978, the CCT began formal work to harmonize different
adaptations of the three-year pattern. The Common Lectionary was published in 1983 for trial and
evaluation. After further study and revision, the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) was published in 1992.

The RCL was not created by one person or denomination. It represents decades of biblical scholarship,
liturgical experience, denominational experimentation, and ecumenical cooperation.

A typical Sunday in the RCL includes a First Reading, Psalm, Second Reading, and Gospel. It follows the
Christian year, gives the Gospel a central place, and exposes congregations to a broad range of Scripture.
Some readings are connected thematically, while others follow a biblical book more sequentially.

The RCL is used or adapted by many mainline Protestant churches. The ELCA uses the RCL for Sundays and
principal festivals and provides Lutheran worship resources through Evangelical Lutheran Worship. The
ELCA also provides a Daily Lectionary for weekday Scripture reading.

Strengths and Limitations

A lectionary helps congregations hear a broad range of Scripture, including difficult or unfamiliar passages,
rather than only a preacher’s preferred texts. It also creates a shared rhythm of worship across congregations.
However, no lectionary covers the entire Bible equally, so it should guide worship while encouraging regular
reading and study of the whole Bible.

Continued on page 3
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The Narrative Lectionary

The Narrative Lectionary, developed at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota, offers a different approach.
Rather than organizing readings primarily around the Christian calendar, it emphasizes the Bible as one
unfolding story.

It is a four-year cycle that typically moves through major Old Testament narratives in the fall, the story of Jesus
after Christmas, and the story of the early church after Easter. It helps congregations connect stories such as
creation, Abraham, Exodus, Israel, David, the prophets, exile, Jesus, resurrection, and the church. Its particular
strength is biblical literacy. People learn not only individual Bible stories but also how those stories belong
within the larger biblical narrative. This can be especially valuable in confirmation and Bible study.

Three Ways of Hearing Scripture

The One-Year Lectionary, Revised Common Lectionary, and Narrative Lectionary represent three
different approaches to organizing Scripture for worship.

The One-Year Lectionary provides a traditional annual rhythm, returning each year to the major events and
teachings of Christ.

The Revised Common Lectionary offers a three-year journey through the Christian year, exposing
congregations to a broad range of Scripture within an ecumenical framework.

The Narrative Lectionary offers a four-year journey through the biblical story, emphasizing connections
among individual stories and strengthening biblical literacy.

These approaches are not simply competing systems. Each offers a particular way of helping the church hear
and engage in Scripture. Together, they remind us that Scripture is more than a collection of individual verses.
It is the story through which generations of Christians have encountered God’s promises, God’s people, and
God’s work in the world.

Yours in Christ,

Rev. Dr. Niveen Sarras, Ph.D

Selected Sources
o Consultation on Common Texts, “The Revised Common Lectionary.”
e Consultation on Common Texts, “History” and “Publications.”
e Vanderbilt Divinity Library, “Revised Common Lectionary FAQ.”
e Luther Seminary, Narrative Lectionary resources.

I e\

; Anyone for BINGO? We got you covered! BINGO :
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: Yes, there will be BINGO in September! Come to St. Mark’s on Monday, September 21, 6 17 3245 61 :

| at 1:00 pm for an exhilarating afternoon of BINGO, food, prizes, and fellowship! Sponsored |[9 15 %6070 I

I by our Connections Ministry Team! Be THERE! 12 8 th o0 008
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St. Mark’s Lutheran
& Church Council Minutes

@ | August 20,2026 .\

Date Time
8/20/2026 | 6:30 pm

Call to Order: 6:32pm

Attendance:
Name Present | Absent
Dawn Jones X
Laurie Olson X
JT Rose X
Tom Frantz X
Joe Rehorst X
Tammie Kersten X
Tara Dieck X
Jason Blank X
Pastor Niveen X
Pat Westphal X
cHUg
Motion to approve minutes from July 16, 2026 meeting: g‘* o‘»q.)
Moved Tom Frantz FIN IAL
Seconded | Tammie Kersten HE‘ ALTH
Pastor’s Report ~ Pastor Niveen Sarras For the month of

July 2026

Grace and peace to you in Christ.

As I reflect on the past month, I give thanks to God for the many opportunities for Given: $14,496.20
ministry, learning, service, and pastoral care. This has been a month of meaningful Spent: $14,941.87
ministry and partnership, as well as a season of grief. Through all of these

experiences, I continue to see God’s presence at work in and through St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church.

Faith Formation and Teaching

This month, I had the opportunity to lead a workshop sponsored by Holden Village in Madison. The workshop
focused on the Book of Song of Songs, particularly its themes of love, desire, creation, and the environment. We
explored the rich ecological imagery throughout the book, including gardens, vineyards, animals, seasons, and the
beauty of creation.

I was grateful to bring the same materials and insights from the workshop back to St. Mark’s. I taught three
sessions on the Song of Songs at our church, giving members an opportunity to engage with this beautiful and
sometimes overlooked biblical book. These sessions encouraged us to consider how Scripture speaks about love,
relationships, creation, and our responsibility to care for God’s world.

Continued on page 5




Continued from page 4

Vacation Bible School

I also worked with Patty Koplitz from Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in planning and supporting
Vacation Bible School, which was held at Our Savior’s. I was present throughout the week, especially during
the daily worship services and activities.

I led a session entitled “Wheo Is Our Neighbor?”, focusing on Palestine. Through the story of the Samaritan
Woman, we explored Jesus’ call to love our neighbors and considered what it means to recognize people
from different cultures and communities as our neighbors. I invited my niece Jezel, who lives in Bethlehem,
for a live interview to share with us about her faith, daily life, hopes, and

dreams as a Palestinian teenager. The children were excited and asked her — 1.
many questions. Patty told me that, in her view, inviting Jezel was the lease be

most memorable event for the children.
aying for...

The pastors shared teaching responsibilities throughout the week, taking

turns teaching the children about what it means to be a neighbor and

introducing them to different cultures, including the United States. I am Ellen LaMarche
grateful for this partnership and for the opportunity to nurture faith, Sarah Lamb
compassion, and curiosity among our children. Richie Sczerzen
Pastoral Care and Grief Mary Eller} Tracey
Our congregation and community have experienced significant grief with Chris

the deaths of Don Burghardt, Tracy Feldmann, and Jan Bagley. These Christopher
losses have touched many lives, and I have sought to provide pastoral Sharon
presence and care to families during these difficult times. Charlotte

I officiated Don Burghardt’s funeral on July 31 and Tracy Feldmann’s Henley
funeral on August 1. Tracy’s interment will take place on Wednesday, Linda

August 26, at Oak Hill cemetery in Neenah. On Monday, August 17, I

officiated Jan Bagley’s funeral service at her old home church, Prince

of Peace Lutheran Church in Coloma. I visited Jan multiple times before her death and continue to remain
present with her family during this time of mourning. These experiences remind us that one of the most
important ministries of the church is simply being present with people in their joy and sorrow.

Jesus says, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted” (Matthew 5:4). As a congregation,
we are called to embody Christ’s comfort through prayer, presence, compassion, and love.

Disaster Response and Community Ministry

I participated in several meetings with area pastors regarding ways our churches can assist people affected by
the tornado in Menasha and surrounding areas. We also met twice with ELCA Disaster Response, and
both meetings were hosted here at St. Mark’s. I am grateful that our church can serve as a place where people
gather to respond to the needs of our neighbors.

I also participated in Community Table, where approximately 75 people were served. This ministry
continues to be a meaningful expression of Christian hospitality. Sharing a meal allows us to welcome
people, build relationships, and remind our neighbors that they are valued and cared for.

Continuing Pastoral Ministry

I continue to visit members who are homebound, hospitalized, grieving, or otherwise in need of pastoral

care. These visits remain an important part of my ministry. Sometimes pastoral care involves prayer,

conversation, Communion, or encouragement; at other times, it simply means being present and listening.
Continued on page 6




Continued from page 5

I am grateful for the faithfulness and generosity of the people of St. Mark’s. Even in seasons of grief and
uncertainty, God continues to call us to be a community of faith, compassion, hospitality, and hope.

May God continue to guide our congregation, strengthen our ministry, and help us faithfully live out Christ’s
command to love God and love our neighbors.

Yours in Christ,

Rev. Dr. Niveen Ibrahim Sarras
Pastor, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

Motion to approve Pastor’s report:
Moved Tom Frantz
Seconded | Tammie Kersten

Ministry Team Reports

Christian Education Ministry Team—No Meetings until August
Property Ministry Team—No Meeting in July
Social Ministry Team—No meetings until September

Worship and Music Ministry Team — July 20™, 2026 ~ Submitted by Judy Hellman

The Worship and Music Ministry Team met on Monday, July 20", at 10:30 am. Members present were Joy
and Jenny Case, Mary Jane Hartley, Judy Hellman, Pastor Niveen, Ardys Seelow, Pat Westphal, and Phyllis
Ziemke.

Devotions were given by Pastor Niveen. Pat Westphal will do devotions in August and Jenny Case will do
devotions in September.

Because the choir’s anthems have become so engaging, Pastor Niveen has suggested that we include the
refrain of the choir anthem in the Sunday bulletin whenever appropriate. This would allow the congregation
to participate with the choir.

An upcoming event is the Healing Service planned for Sunday, August 9. This will also include a hymn-
sing and a picnic lunch sponsored by the Worship and Music Ministry Team.

Pastor Niveen suggested that we have shorter worship services due to the ongoing extreme heat and air
pollution. This would occur from July 26" to August 30™.

Pastor Niveen and Jean would like to receive the monthly schedule of musicians at least one month in
advance. This will help them plan accordingly and coordinate worship more effectively. At the present
time, Delores Jacobson will play on the first and third Sundays; Judy Hellman will play on the second and
fourth Sundays, and Nancy Krause will play on the fifth Sunday when that occurs.

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Youth Ministry Team—Sunday, August 16, 2026 ~ Submitted by Laurie Olson
Called to order.

Members Present, Jeff Tharp, Ginny Schieck, Sherri Denney, Laurie Olson
Members Absent: JT Rose, Nancy Rose, Jenny Case, Joe Rose, Pastor Niveen

Continued on page 7




Continued from page 6

Opened with Prayer: by Sherri Denney

Business for Consideration:

e Badger Sports Park.: Reviewed the Youth Ministry Team event on July 25. Ginny and Laurie thought
it went well and all had a great time. The Youth Activity Fund covered most of the expenses with
each family contributing $10 per participant. We’ll do it again next year.

e Craft Fair: Connections Team is looking for youth/families to assist with set up and cleanup craft for
fair: Thursday, October 22 from 4-6 pm and again on Saturday, October 24 after 3 pm. The team will
get the word out to our families to save the date(s).

e National Youth Gathering Envelope Fundraiser: The team discussed setting up a display with the
maps of Wisconsin and Minnesota. A string will be strung from Neenah to Minneapolis as a guide
showing our fundraising progress. Envelopes with various denominations will be hung on the tree
stand for individuals to take for sponsorship. Table where the current Crossways Camping
information is located will be used for this display. The Valentine’s Dinner in February and a car
wash in May have been approved by council. We will discuss other fundraising options at future
meetings.

e Fellowship Mural design. Pastor Niveen will set up a date after a worship service. She is looking at
some time after Sunday School begins.

e Other — God’s Work. Our Hands: Laurie reviewed the three projects for God’s Work. Our Hands. We
will encourage our youth to participate in this ELCA day of service. Sign up is in the narthex.

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Next Meeting: To be determined (regular Sunday meeting date is the same as God’s Work. Our Hands
Sunday)

Connections Ministry Team—July 27, 2026 ~ Submitted by Tom Frantz

Meeting opened with Devotions led by Mary Jane.

1.

(98]

Fellowship Hour for August & Beyond: There are host openings for August 16 & 23. We will continue

to encourage people to sign up. Because it is summer and people are travelling, we will do donut holes if

those weeks remain uncommitted.

Bingo is August 17 from 1-3 pm. Tom will send note to Jean reminding her to include it in the bulletin.

We need to replenish the church visitor welcome kits. We decided to do 10 kits. Each kit will include a

church magnet, jar opener, devotional book, story of the windows of St. Mark’s booklet, information

about time for Sunday School, church musical groups, food pantry, etc. Sandy will procure the jar

openers. Linda and Mary Jane will assemble the kits.

Craft Fair has 7 vendors to date. Property team will assist with moving furniture for set up.

Treasure in the Trunk. Mary Jane explained the reasons for changing the event date to September 19.

We have 4 vendors as of now. Vendor registration forms are available on the table in the narthex. We

need to recruit additional vendors and increase awareness of the event to buyers. We will stress that the

proceeds of the event go to the St. Mark’s Food Pantry which has seen a significant uptick in clients using

their services. Our goal is 17 vendors. Vendors must bring their own tables if they need one. We will

have water available but decided against food. Food may be something we consider in the future.
Continued on page 8§




Continued from page 7

We will have two people working at the cashier table. Vendors will be provided with a sheet which will
log purchases. Items will be priced at the nearest dollar. We don’t want to deal with coins. Additional
details will be finalized at our next meeting.

5. We received a thank-you note from the Neenah Lighthouse group extending their gratitude for our
contribution. A ceremony will be held 8/31/26 from 4:30-7:30 to showcase the lighthouse. Donor
recognition wall will be unveiled 8/31/27.

6. Our church budget account has a zero balance. Those funds have been spent purchasing the ad in the
Neenah Times. Our Craft Fair account has a $1,104.12 balance. Some funds will be used for starting
change for the Treasure in the Trunk event, purchasing supplies and food for this year’s Craft Fair, and for
Craft Fair starting change.

7. The team signed Thinking of You note cards which will be mailed to our shut-ins.

8. There are openings in the Altar Flower calendar for August and September. We need to encourage people
to sign up.

9. On our agenda for the next meeting, we will discuss the use of some of the craft fair money to sponsor altar
flowers one week when we don’t have someone signed up.

10. Mary Jane thanked the team members for their work.

11. We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Racial Equity Ministry Team—August 11, 2026 ~ Submitted by Pat Westphal

The August 11" meeting of the Racial Equity Team began at 6:30 pm with a prayer led by Pastor Niveen
Sarras. Present were Pastor Barb Girod, Pastor Niveen, Laurie Olson, Dawn Jones, Mary Jane Hartley, and Pat
Westphal. A quick commentary was made that the social luncheon at Solea was very nice and we should
continue experiencing other cuisine/experiences in the future.

A discussion took place regarding the upcoming poster display centering on Palestine. The dates are confirmed
to be October 3 from 10-2 and October 4 from 11:00 am — 2:00 pm in St. Mark’s fellowship hall. We will
serve water, breads, and dates.

“Cassandra” will bring the display to Stevens Point on Thursday, October 2, and Barb and Laurie are working
out logistics and times to pick up the display. The team still needs to discuss the timing and arrangements for
returning the display. We will need to be available, either late October 2 or early October 3, to set up the
display.

Laurie is part of the discussion to prepare publicity. She will contact team members for assistance as needed.
We also need to discuss preparation of the exhibit guides.

Looking ahead to the February book study: a date of February 20", 2027, was chosen This is a Saturday. We
are each to read a book or two for suggestions at the next meeting. We are hoping to have a Hispanic focus for
the book this time. It was also discussed (for future consideration) of having a day centering on Hispanic
culture as we did with the Asian spring rolls. Does anyone have a contact that we might make for this?

The next two team meetings will be at 6:30 pm on September 8" and October 20 .

The meeting adjourned at 7:40 pm.

Stewardship and Finance Ministry Team—Tuesday, August 18, 2026 — Submitted by Laurie Olson

Members Present: Treasurer Laurie Olson, Mary Jane Hartley, Financial Secretary Pat Westphal, Fern
Furhmann, Pennie Linna, Jason Blank, and Pastor Niveen
Continued on Page 9




Continued from Page 8
Opened with a Prayer by Pastor Niveen.

Account Balances and Giving: Laurie reviewed the current account balances through the end of July 2026.
July giving toward current operating expenses totaled $14,496.20, while expenses totaled $14,941.87,
resulting in a deficit of $445.67 for the month.

Y ear-to-date, current operating expenses total $104,487.84, while giving toward current monthly expenses
totals $97,930.75, resulting in a year-to-date deficit of $6,557.09. Total funds in the Associated Bank
checking account are $107,692.58, which includes $51,798.43 allocated to designated accounts and
$55,894.15 available for current operations. In addition, St. Mark’s has $177,628.47 in a Thrivent Money
Market account, $1,079.16 in a Thrivent TIPS account, and $59,683.88 in the ELCA Mission Investment
Fund.

Laurie noted that our monthly expenses continue to include nothing unusual. She reported that, through
August 16, $7,890 has been given toward the Catch-Up appeal. Even though we have generated these
additional Catch-Up dollars, regular monthly giving toward current expenses continues to be below average.
This could be a reflection of lower worship attendance. She also reported that electronic giving continues to
come in. Pat will make a brief announcement at the August 23 worship service, where she will share the total
amount received for the Catch-Up appeal.

Stewardship: The team reviewed a program presented by Pastor Niveen, Extravagant Generosity: The Heart
of Giving. This is a four-week stewardship emphasis for spiritual growth, generosity, and mission. Its central
question is: How does God’s generosity toward us shape the way we live, give, serve, and participate in God’s
mission. Cost is $13.61. After a discussion, the team agreed to proceed with this program with October 1 as
the beginning date and ending on November 8 with a Stewardship Sunday Potluck. Laurie will ask Jean to
update the Intent Card. Pastor Niveen will draft a stewardship letter and email the team for review, prior to our
next meeting.

The four-week program with video presentations will consist of the following:

Week 1 — God Changes Hearts: Stewardship begins with God's grace. What has God entrusted to
us? Food Pantry/Community Table client written testimonies.

Week 2 — Loving God and Neighbor: Our time, gifts, money, and service are ways we love our
neighbors. Ellen L. video testimony

Week 3 — Imagining God’s Mission: What is God calling St. Mark’s to do in Neenah and the wider
world? Relief Effort video (flood & tornado)

Week 4 — Responding with Generosity: How will we offer our time, talents, treasures, and prayers
for God's mission? Bible Camper testimonies.

Pastor Niveen and Pennie will head up the videos (ask Tom Frantz for his assistance, as well). Laurie and
Pastor Niveen will meet to develop question cards for the food pantry & Community Table clients. Laurie will
order the program resources.

Closed at 7:33 PM with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next regular meeting is September 15, 2026, at 6:30 PM.

Motion to approve Ministry Team reports:
Moved Tom Frantz
Seconded | Tara Dieck

Continued on page 10
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Finance Report:

Account Balances and Giving: Pat reviewed the current account balances through the end of July 2026. July
giving toward current operating expenses totaled $14,496.20, while expenses totaled $14,941.87, resulting in a
deficit of $445.67 for the month.

Year-to-date, current operating expenses total $104,487.84, while giving toward current monthly expenses
totals $97,930.75, resulting in a year-to-date deficit of $6,557.09.

Total funds in the Associated Bank checking account are $107,692.58, which includes $51,798.43 allocated to
designated accounts and $55,894.15 available for current operations. In addition, St. Mark’s has $177,628.47
in a Thrivent Money Market account, $1,079.16 in a Thrivent TIPS account, and $59,683.88 in the ELCA
Mission Investment Fund.

Pat noted that our monthly expenses continue to include nothing unusual. She reported that, through August
16, $7,890 has been given toward the Catch-Up appeal. Even though we have generated these additional
Catch-Up dollars, regular monthly giving toward current expenses continues to be below average. This could
be a reflection of lower worship attendance. She also reported that electronic giving continues to come in.

Motion to approve Financial Report:
Moved Tom Frantz
Seconded | Tammie Kersten

Old/Unfinished Business:
Topic Updates
Lighting | No update / changes

New Business:
Topic Updates Motion to Approve
Establish a Funeral Ministry Team | Families are working less and | 1% motion: Tom Frantz
less with funeral homes. The | 2": Tammie Kersten
purpose of a Funeral Ministry
Team is to establish guidelines
and tasks lists for facility
preparation and restoration,
kitchen needs, establish
volunteer network/call tree.
Complete purpose statement
by October to include with
Stewardship drive 10/1 — 10/31

St. Paul Pampered Chef Approved via by council

Fundraiser (for Tornado Relief) — via email communications

building use

Request for building Use — weekly Motion: Tammie Kersten
Saturday AA meeting at 6 pm Seconded: Pastor Niveen

God’s Work. Our Hands. Reviewed flier

Discussion re: activities
centered around inclusion of
all ages and all abilities
(something for everyone)

Continued on page 11
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Adjourn: 8:15 pm
Motioned | Pastor Niveen
Seconded | Tammie Kersten

Next Meeting: September 17, at 6:30pm
Devotions for September 17, 2026, Meeting: Laurie Olson (volunteered in absentia)
Did you Know: Lectionary — Pastor Niveen

The Food Pantry continues to be very busy. We didn't know what the Wednesday
after the tornado would be like---very busy or not . Actually, that day was pretty
slow. Who knows what getting around was like or maybe people were in
shock. Most of our customers were Neenah people. Things have picked up since
\ / then. In July, we had 96 people shopping to feed 258 family members. Several
ST. MARK’S people needed non-perishables because of the power issue. Very sad with so many
FOOD PANTRY  families already struggling and then additional problems because of the

FOR | WAS HUNGRY AND YOU tornado. We always appreciate your generous help. This month we need saltine
crackers, canned pasta meals, paper towels and Kool Aid. Thanks.—Karen Jordan

MATTHEW 25:35

My time at camp was very fun, and I’m so grateful that [ was able to go. Some activities I did at
camp were swimming, canteen, and camp games. [ met a lot of new friends. My favorite thing
at camp was cross net/volleyball. T also loved being outside for that long. Thank you for the
generosity of the camp ministry grant that helped me go to camp this year! — Vayda Zielinski

I’m Alan Berndt-Dreyer, and for the next year I'll be serving as an intern at St. Paul |
Lutheran Church in Neenah. I'm excited to be joining Pastors Niveen and Amy as
we teach confirmation this next school year.

A little bit about me and my vocations. | am a proud father of three boys; Simon (7),
Otto (5) and Henry (2). | am married to Maggie who is pastor at Peace Lutheran
Church down in Oshkosh where we live.

| was raised in rural Western Nebraska. | attended Doane College (now university)
in Eastern Nebraska. There | got a degree in Physics, with the plan to become a
teacher. | was also involved in running, which | still enjoy. After college, | attended
Wartburg Seminary in Dubuque, lowa, where | completed an M.Div. and met Maggie. We settled in
SW Minnesota where amongst other jobs | got a master's in teaching and taught three years of high
school science. Almost four years ago we made the move to Wisconsin to be closer to Maggie’s
family. Up until beginning this internship, I've worked as a hospice chaplain. Now, God is calling me to
rostered ministry, and | am continuing my training.

| look forward to being able to share much more of myself and my hobbies, interests, and talents in the
coming year, especially with your confirmands.

Peace,
Alan Berndt-Dreyer

[ i e e
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| [ RooTED IN SCRIPTURE,

SHAPED BY GRACE.

’I
xS Confirmation Ministry Update

,\ ,’ This fall, St. Mark’s and St. Paul Lutheran Churches are joining

together for confirmation ministry. Students will meet every other
Sunday, 5:30-7:00 p.m. at St. Mark’s, beginning September 20.
This year, we will focus on Luther’s Small Catechism, exploring
the foundations of Christian faith and discipleship. We are also
excited to welcome Vicar Alan Berndt-Dreyer to help lead the
program with Pastor Amy and Pastor Niveen.

We look forward to this journey of faith formation together!

Treasures in the Trunk
Come to our “Treasures in the Trunk” on Saturday,. September 19, EASURES IN THE TRUNK

from 8:00 a.m. to noon at 140 S. Green Bay Road in Neenah.
Browse a variety of unique treasures, clothing, household items,
and other great finds while supporting a meaningful cause. Every
purchase helps fund St. Mark’s Food Pantry, providing food and
assistance to neighbors in need throughout the community.
Whether you're searching for a bargain or simply want to give back,
your shopping will make a difference. Come enjoy a morning of
treasure hunting, fellowship, and community support!

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Moses Message

Well, here we are in September. Summer is done and school has started. Sunday School
starts on Sunday, September 20, 2026, at 8:45 am sharp. It will be a regular Sunday School
day. I will be sending out a letter within the next two weeks.

sccoce
escocees

cecoce
eecoococcccce

ii  Also, since we are not meeting on September 13, I want to remind you and your family that Sunday, L
i September 13" is “God’s Work, Our Hans” Sunday. There are some great activities you and your family §
i  can participate in at the church. Coloring Thank You cards for Utility workers working on the tornado
clean-up, painting rocks to put around the community, or Notes for Neighbors — A Tornado Recovery i
:  Kindness Project.” So, even if there is NO Sunday School that day, please come and help with all these
special projects for “God’s Work, Our Hands.” Lunch will be served on that Sunday after worship and then ~ § !
i1 we will get to work!

BIRTHDAYS

’ Vayda Zielinski  9-2 3

Happy Birthday, Vayda!

e0000000000c0si00cc 0RO

With God’s Blessings,
Gwen Hoehne, Sunday School Superintendent
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NeenaQ:ELCWG@ngregations invite you
to join us as we gome together to.

Worship N
S

F  God ¢
w‘! Creation @ TRk 5 it it

y, September 6
9:30 am ’
outside at/Gloria Dei
Lutheran.Church

1140 Tullar Road, Neenah PURPLE

B rik ' | awn”Eh’éir! @ YOUTH OR ADULT SIZES AVAILABLE
% 9 PAYMENT IS DUE WHEN ORDERING

He"ld a. » ORDER DEADLINE: * :
¥ 47> ORDER FORMS
OCTOBER |: AVAILABLE
ol L § or church office!

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING ST. MARK'S!

Join us on September 13 to Make a Difference!

On September 13, we will gather after worship to spend time in service to our Lord and our neighbors. This
year, we have four different service projects that you can sign up to participate in. They are:

1. Yard work at Linwood House in Appleton (bring a hedge trimmer if you have one).

2. Thank you to the local utility workers for their efforts after the tornado — Color pre-printed thank you notes
and fill light bulb shaped containers with candy to give to those who have worked so tirelessly restoring
power to areas of our community affected by the recent tornado.

3. Painted rocks — Paint rocks with colorful backgrounds and uplifting messages to spread God’s love
throughout our community.

4. Notes for Neighbors — A project sponsored by the East Central Synod of v
Wisconsin — Compose notes of hope and encouragement that will be sent v
. v v
to those who were seriously affected by the recent tornado. {LHJ {]II}
All supplies needed for these activities will be provided. Just come and help out !
with one or more of these service activities. Erbiids it

Before the work starts, we will gather for a light lunch in the Fellowship Hall. n rﬁll ’%1 ﬂ

So come and share God’s Love by participating in “God’s work. Our hands.”
Sunday. You will be glad you did! September 13, 2026
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The Wednesday morning quilters provided 30 blankets to the
Community Closet and 70 blankets to the Salvation Army for
victims of the July tornado. And they have created many more
for the winter season that is approaching. From St. Mark’s,
(center) Fern Fuhrmann cuts squares; Chuck Baumgartner cuts
and pieces tops for the quilts; Jan Gray sews the layers
together. Our friends from Faith Methodist Mary Davies, Beth
Hall, Terry Ball, and Carol Hall fill out the rest of the crew with
additional appearances by welcome guests. We have
exhausted many of our supplies and accept donations of clean
sheets for backings and filler; yarn to tie them; cash to buy
thread, fabric, and batting. Thank you for helping us to continue
to meet this need. Last year we created and distributed more
than 200 quilts. Not pictured: Ardys Seelow, Carolynn
Schneidewend, Nancy Biggs, and Pat Westphal.

Lwant to give a big thank you again to
everyone who gifted me the things on
my college wish list. 1t wmeans so much
to me to have all the support from my St.
Marks family!! Thank you so much for
Your consideration and gifts.

Thank You,
Trista Nelsown

| just wanted to reach out and say a huge thank
you to all of you who were able to help out with
this year's VBS. The kids had so much fun!
The music really rocked the ceiling off! The
kids of all ages were engaged, laughing and
learning. | am so grateful for the time you spent
helping, whether it was prior to the event or the
week of. | appreciate all of you so much!

4 sy C . Thank you again!
| Patty Koplitz
| Our Savior’s

~ Lutheran Church

r N )

St. Mark’s VBS Volunteers: Emily
Christofilis and Jenny Case

DEFYING FRAGMENTATION AND ERASURE IN PALESTINE
American

b, A
An Exhibit Created By 4)'(> grionds

Committee

VISUALIZINGPALESTINE

Presented by the St. Mark’s Lutheran Racial Equity Ministry Team

Saturday, October 3: 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

ﬁ;j* Sunday, October 4: 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM

—_— @ Family friendly, free and open to the public ——

Witness the truths of the past, the heartbreak of the present,
and the possibilities for a future without oppression in
Palestine through archival photos, visuals, and stories of

fragmentation, displacement, return, and future visioning.

' 140 S. Green Bay Rd. 920-725-2828
V' Neenah, WI 54956 \ V' office@stmarksneenah.org
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St. Mark’s Food Pantry &
\?

MlSSlOIlS for the Neenah community and surrounding communities in the Fgl(;) IgdéARNﬁgY
Fox Valley. Every Wednesday morning from 9:00-11:00, the FOR | WAS HUNGRY AND Y

\ Food Pantry distributes food and other groceries to those in e

need. But that is not the extent of the work our Food Pantry volunteers do!

Karen Jordan and Pat Thompson do the bulk of the work on Wednesdays, with Phyllis Ziemke helping with
orders from Feeding America. We now have five volunteers who do the shopping for the pantry at the
beginning of each week. Thanks to Ginny Schieck, Mary Jane Hartley, Rosemary Cermak, and Judy Olson and
Alan Tegelman for being our shoppers. Almost every Monday, one of the Food Pantry volunteers is at the
church to meet the Feeding America truck and accept an order from them. On Wednesday morning, not only do
our volunteers load up grocery bags for those who stop by, but one volunteer takes orders from recipients
(usually Mary Jane Hartley). Then, there is the paperwork and the administrative aspects of our pantry which
are handled by Jean Memken, our church administrator. In all, it is a lot of work, and we are blessed with
faithful servants who carry out this ministry every week, in good weather and bad! Please consider a donation
to our Food Pantry through “Mission of the Month.” Use your regular giving envelope and denote a special
Mission of the Month offering or send your donation electronically through VANCO. Or bring some food,
cleaning supplies, and paper products to church on Food Pantry Sunday, the first Sunday of each month! Your
support is needed, now more than ever!

ME NG TO

Our dunday dervants

Date Assisting Reader Greeters Ushers Counters
Minister

September 6
Outdoor Worship at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church! 9:30 AM

September 13 | Bruce Grundman | Jean Memken LaVern Arndt Phyllis Ziemke Pat Westphal
God’s Work. Rosemary Cermak Pennie Linna Jason Blank

Our Hands. Jenny Blank
September 20 | Judy Hellman J.T. Rose Chuck Baumgartner | Doug Hesser Gwen Hoehne
Sherri Denney Judie Hilliker Doug Sebstead
Renie Sebstead
September 27 | Pennie Linna Jeff Tharp Joy Case Mary Jane Hartley | Bruce Grundman
Jenny Case Pat Westphal Lois Kemp
Linda Anderson

Communion Assistants: Altar Guild: Mary Jane Hartley

September 20 — (Intinction): J.T. Rose, Joe Rehorst, and Linda Anderson

Acolyte: September 20 — Avery Hill




On August 2, a group from St. Mark’s

made their way to Winneconne to see the
musical, “David - King of Jerusalem.” It was

an amazing show with lots of impressive songs,
costumes, and special effects. It was fun just
to relax enjoy the fellowship of being

together.

Attendees pictured below are (from left to right):
Joy Case (who got our tickets — Thank You!), Jenny
Case, Shaun Johnson, Mary Jane Hartley, Delores
Jacobson, Jane Arps, Judy Hellman, Pat Westphal,
Sarah Rogers, and Jean Memken.

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
140 S. Green Bay Road
Neenah, WI 54956
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KIMBERLY POINT LIGHTHOUSE
PRESER VATION PROJECT
GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY

Wednesday, September 9, 2026, 4:30 pm
Kimberley Point Lighthouse
290 Lakeshore Ave., Neenah

Music, Arts, Food, and Fun!




